
IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF MAN OR GOD?

1 THESSALONIANS 2:13-16
Introduction: In this brief passage Paul is explaining how the Thessalonians came to be a healthy church, 

which is their view of the message that Paul preached. The "inspiration" of Scripture is sometimes 

controversial, but increasingly essential for Christians to be able to understand. 

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once. 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. There is a podcast out called "Harry Potter and the Sacred Text" which reads through the Harry Potter 

books as sacred texts, carefully parsing every sentence and phrase for meaning. If you had to choose a 

book (besides the Bible) that you have read very carefully, a number of times, what book would it be? 

Just a warmup question to get people talking. 

 

2. When Paul says that the Scriptures are not the word of man, what does he mean by that? 

It is ultimately a question of who is speaking, God or man. When Paul says the Bible is not the word of man, 

he means that it is God who speaks in Scripture, not humans. 

 

3. What do you find to be the most difficult part of accepting the Bible as the word of God? (ex. there are 

no errors in the Scripture, the Bible's teaching on controversial topics, how the Bible came to one book, etc.) 

Try to draw people out here. Also be friendly to people who have doubts and aren't sure about this. Lots of 

people are in process on this topic and might not be ready to fully trust the Scriptures. 

 

4. What does it mean to live in a world where we take the Bible seriously but most of our neighbours do not? 

What sort of principles do we apply to live wisely and well? 

Lots of potential answers here, but a couple of suggestions: a. Don't assume that people take the Bible as 

authority. We need to find other ways to defend our views than simply quoting a Bible verse. b. Must be 

ready to explain why we take the Bible seriously. 

 

5.Look up Isaiah 55:10-11 and Psalm 19:7-10. What do these passages teach us about what the word of God 

does in the lives of those who believe it? 

The characteristics are listed :). 

 

6. Do you struggle to treat the Bible as the Word of God?  Where are your "Bible intake" habits at? 

 

7. Did anything else strike you from the text or the sermon that you would like to share? 

 

Gospel Conclusion: 

Treating the Scriptures as the Word of God is essential to a life of faith, to surviving persecution and tough 

times, to growing as a Christian. Even our failures in this area show how essential it is. Let's be thankful to 

God for both the Scriptures and Jesus (the Word himself), send to lead us to salvation.  
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