
COMMUNITY: FACE TO FACE AND FAITH TO FAITH

1 THESSALONIANS 2:17-3:5
Introduction: In this passage Paul is describing how community forms and grows, and how important it is 

for us to show up "in real life" to see and be with others. Also, the importance of sharing more than small 

talk together. 

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once.  

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. Why does Paul repeatedly defend his feelings ("in person, not in heart" "more eagerly" "great desire") 

towards the Thessalonians?  

Possibilities: The Thessalonians felt like he had not returned on purpose, others were spreading rumours that 

Paul didn't like the Thessalonians, the Thessalonians were in the dark about his plans. 

 

2. What does Paul mean when he says that "Satan hindered us?" 

We don't know what means Satan used to hinder Paul, but it is clear that Paul thinks it was supernatural in 

origin. 

 

3. Paul places high importance on being face-to-face with other Christians. In general, do you find it 

difficult or easy to be face to face with the people of God? What part is refreshing and what part is more 

difficult? 

Try to draw people out - possible suggestions for the refreshing/difficult section (praying together, singing, 

small talk, more intentional conversation, doing mercy ministry, socializing, etc.) You need to help both 

introverts and extroverts see the importance in being together. 

 

4. What does it mean to establish someone else in their faith? What does it mean to exhort others? (vs.2) 

Establish = putting in a support (literally a buttress); means helping where others are weak, getting them into 

healthy rhythms 

Exhort = encourage; to speak words or perform actions that strengthen the interior being of someone else 

 

5.What do you find easiest about establishing and exhorting others? What is hardest? 

 

6. What does it mean that Christians are "destined for affliction?" Does this apply to us in Canada? 

Many other Scriptures (Rom. 8:17–18; 2 Tim. 3:12; Mark 10:30; 1 Pet. 4:12–13) make it clear that this is in fact 

true. It is difficult to feel in Canada and there isn't an easy answer for why this is true - whether it is God's 

mercy to us, or some kind of weakness in the church. 

 

7. Did anything else strike you from the text or the sermon that you would like to share? 

 

Gospel Conclusion: 

The Christian life cannot be lived on your own. You need other people and you need them in real life. Only 

with robust Christian community can we grow and thrive. However, we must remember that the resources to 

live the Christian life can only be found in Christ. In his strength alone can we live as he did.
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