
WHERE GOD'S WILL FOR US IS FOR US TO BECOME WHO WE WERE MEANT TO BE

1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-12
Introduction: In this passage Paul brings his theology about the church and ministry to a personal, earthy

level when he discusses how we should grow in our romantic/erotic love and in our brotherly/neighbourly

love. 

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. In vs. 1, Paul both "asks" and "urges" the Thessalonians to walk in a way that pleases God? Why is

sanctification so important? What would happen if we never grew in our faith? 

It is important because it is God's will for us and because we will continue to sin if we don't grow, but also,

growth in godliness really leads to joy as a Christian. Finally, those who are not growing have less assurance

about salvation itself. 

 

2. How should we define sanctification? 

Sanctus - holy, facare (fa-car-eh) - to make. Sanctification means to become increasingly holy. 

 

3. If sanctification is God's will for us, why does it sometimes not happen? Is God's will being thwarted? 

No. We can understand this in two ways. First, we might understand this as God's desire for us, but not his

unshakeable will. He has not decreed it, but wants it (like the salvation of everyone 1 Tim 2:4). Second, his

will is that the Christians are sanctified, which all true Christians are, to one degree or another. 

 

4. Paul is pretty clear that all sexual immorality is forbidden for Christians (vs.4). How does this affect how

you should love your neighbours who may have a very different sexual ethic? 

A. We don't look down on them or despise them, for we would be the same if not for the grace of God 

B. We pray for them to embody healthy sexual practices, for their own joy 

C. We don't impose morality without the understanding of God's love. The behaviour is a response to God's

love. 

 

5. Ben mentioned that sexual purity needs to be a community project. How can a church like ours

encourage each other?  

A. We can pray for each other and be open about temptations. 

B. We can encourage married couples to develop healthy sexual practices (seminars, discussion groups) 

C. We can encourage people to get married. 

 

6. Was there anything else in this passage that is unclear to you? Any other questions you had? 

 

Gospel Conclusion: 

Paul tells the Thessalonians in vs. 9 that the Lord himself has taught them how to love. We learn how to love

our sexual partners and our neighbours by understanding the spousal and brotherly love of Jesus. It is only

when his love fills us are we freed to sacrificially love those around us.
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