
HOPE AT THE END OF THE WORLD

1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
Introduction: The Thessalonian Church was very concerned about the second coming of Christ and

specifically what would happen to believers who died before Christ returned. This issue may seem silly to us

2000 years later, but the relevance of Paul's words about Christ's future coming are still very necessary for

us to understand. 

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. In vs. 13, Paul explains that he is giving them this information so that they will not grieve like those with no

hope. How does knowledge of Christ's coming change how Christians should respond to death? 

A. It is not wrong to grieve. Sadness is fine, grieving is part of the human experience. (Acts 8:2) 

B. The main difference is that we should grieve in hope, not hopelessness. You may want to ask what hope

looks like in grief. 

 

2. Why does Paul use the word "asleep" to describe people who have died? How much should we read into

this word? 

It is merely meant as a physical comparison. The dead look like they are sleeping. It should not be read as a

metaphor. The Scriptures clearly teach immediate conscious fellowship of dead Christians with God. (Luke

23:43, 2 Cor. 5:6-8) Also, it works well with Paul describing their "waking" at the second coming (end of vs.

16) 

 

3. What is the main reason that Paul holds out hope for those who have died to be raised? Compare with 1

Cor. 15:20-23.  

The reality of Christ's death and resurrection serves as a pattern for us. Because he has died and been

raised, so will we. 

 

4. What will our resurrected bodies be like? How can we know? 

Luke pointed out in his sermon that we know by looking at the Resurrection body of Jesus. He eats, he hugs,

he walks and talks, he reads the Bible, etc. 

 

5. What is the point of all these words about the second coming? (Vs.18) Why does Paul commend speaking

them to others? 

Encouragement. The point is not fear, divisiveness, or pride, but to be borne up when we feel discouraged. 

Often, in our grief, we need someone else to remind us of these truths. Hope in the face of death is a

community project. When a loved one dies, we usually need someone else to look us in the face and remind

us that death loses in the end and this world is not all there is. 

 

6. Was there anything else in this passage that is unclear to you? Any other questions you had? 

 

Gospel Conclusion: 

At the end of the world, Paul promises that no matter what happens, "we will always be with the Lord." This

is the promise of the gospel, that in the end we get God. We are made new and brought into the perfect

kingdom once and for all.
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