
AFFLICTIONS, PERSECUTIONS

2 THESSALONIANS 1
Introduction: Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians shows us a real church working through things they 

don't understand, issues they continue to struggle with and how they endure afflictions and persecutions of 

various kinds.

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once. 

 

Discussion Questions:

 

1. In greek, vs. 3-12 are all one sentence. What do vs. 3-4 indicate about how Paul is setting a context for a 

discussion of eternal punishment?

The overriding concern of Paul is to encourage the people and strengthen their faith. He is concerned that 

the persecutions will cause them to stumble.

 

2. What kind of boasting is Paul talking about in vs. 4? Aren't Christians not supposed to be boastful?

Paul again is trying to encourage them, and the kind of boasting here is the happy, joyful kind of boasting of 

a parent taking delight in his kids. Also, he might be using their example to spur on others.

 

3. How does suffering (large or small) prepare us for the kingdom of God? If you have a personal example, 

feel free to share.

It does a number of things: It lessens our love for the world, it grows our trust in God, it makes us hope in 

heaven, etc. 

 

4. Paul teaches that the judgement of God on those who don't believe in Jesus will be just, eternal and 

terrible (vs. 6,8,9). Do you have trouble believing this? What parts are especially difficult? 

Give people space to process, there will probably be plenty of doubts and sad feelings. But don't be afraid to 

press people as well, ask followup questions if someone expresses strong objections. Talk about how much 

Jesus talks about it, how we lose the love of God if we lose the judgement of God, etc. Do your best :).

 

5. Why does a discussion of judgement lead Paul to pray?

Because he knows the stakes of their decisions.

 

One of the suggested applications of this text was that it should foster compassion in our hearts for our 

friends, family members and neighbours who don't believe. Make sure you take time in your prayer time to 

pray for some of these people.

 

 

Gospel Conclusion:

The repulsion we feel towards hell is right and good. It is how we are supposed to feel. And it reminds us 

that this is precisely what Christ went through on our behalf. He is the God who went through hell for his 

people. Without hell, the cross doesn't make much sense. But because of the punishment taken by Christ on 

our behalf, we stand in amazement at his love for his people.
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