
THE MAN OF LAWLESSNESS

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12
Introduction: The Thessalonians ask again about signs that will precede the second coming of Christ and 

Paul obliges. He explains about the rebellion to come along with the man of lawlessness, a mysterious 

antichrist figure to come near the end of all things. These things are written to comfort the Thessalonians 

and to reassure them.

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once. 

 

Discussion Questions:

 

1. In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, Paul has already addressed the second coming of Christ (turn to it if you need 

a refresher). Why would he come back and address it again here? What Christian doctrines do you find 

yourself returning to over and over?

They are still asking about it AND something has happened to shake them in their belief.

 

2. What kind of rebellion is Paul talking about in vs. 3? Is it a general rebellion of mankind or a more specific 

rebellion by Christians or Jews? What light do verses 9-12 shed on this?

It could be either because Paul doesn't clarify. However, vs. 11-12 in particular talk about the general 

rebellion of humanity, hinting to us that this is also the context of vs. 3.

 

3. Paul lists 5 characteristics of the man of lawlessness/antichrist. What are they? Using this this, discuss why 

Attila the Hun (or other potential antichrists of the past) couldn't be the antichrist.

1. Lawless (4); Son of Destruction (4); demands worship (5); Church leader/influencer (5); worker of 

miracles (9).

 

Attila didn't demand worship, do miracles or have influence in the church.

 

4. What are the two things holding back the antichrist?

The restraint and the return of Jesus.

 

5. What are some of the implications of Jesus' future victory over the antiChrist and Satan? What does it 

mean for us?

It gives us hope for our future, it gives us a reminder that we won't miss out on his second coming, we 

know that his power is in us by the Holy Spirit in the present. It reminds us that Satan has limits to his 

power. 

 

6. What other questions do you have about this passage or the end times in general?

 

Gospel Conclusion:

The end times, the antichrist, the second coming of Christ are shadowy and mysterious. They are hard to 

figure out. What the rest of Scripture confirms is that we should stay prepared, living life on tip-toes, ready 

to follow God and that we should place our hope in Christ. After all, it is his return and destruction of the 

antichrist that will confirm our salvation.
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