
PERSEVERANCE AND REASSURANCE

2 THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:5
Introduction: This connecting section of Paul's letter links two major sections - the end times and a call to 

Christian work. Paul has a foot in both camps as he reassures the Thessalonians of God's love and care for 

them while also emphasizing the need for ongoing maturity.

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once. 

 

Discussion Questions:

 

1. In vs. 13, Paul reminds them of God's love and care. Compare with Deut. 26:18. What are the similarities 

and differences?

Both emphasize God's care for his people, his choice of them, their high status.

Paul emphasizes love more than the Old Testament passage.

 

2. Paul reassures them in vs. 13 that they are the first fruits to be saved. Most translations include a footnote, 

mentioning that this could be translated first fruits or "from the beginning." What are the different nuances 

of each? (See Ex. 23:19 for a first fruits cross-reference)

First fruits has a connotation of more fruit to come, more Christians later.

From the beginning has a connotation of God choosing them from the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4)

 

3. What kind of traditions does Paul insist that they hold to in vs. 15? What other traditions do we sometimes 

elevate to the importance of Scripture?

Only those delivered by him, via letter or spoken word.

 

4. How does Paul's request for prayer fit with the reassurances (God's love, God's choosing, future glory) 

that he offered earlier?

You may want to phrase it this way:

1. How does God's love change how we pray? How does God's choosing...? How does future glory....? 

Try to suss out the ways that these reassurances help us to pray.

 

5. In 3:2, Paul asks to be delivered from evil and wicked men. But then he also turns around and says that 

the Lord is faithful to guard and protect us against evil. What is the relationship between praying for 

deliverance and God promising it?

In lots of places, the promises of God aren't set in opposition to prayer, but complement each other. We 

are commanded to ask for our daily bread, while God has also promised to meet our needs. We are to do 

both.

 

6. Which do you feel more in need of (now or regularly) - reassurance or a call to perseverance?

 

Gospel Conclusion:

The neglect of the love of God leaves us anxious, worried, alarmed and dependent on our own 

performance. But the neglect of perseverance leaves us out-of-shape, undisciplined, ineffective and on 

some level, disobedient to God. Ultimately, we need both of these things and thanks be to God that he 

gives us both when we need them.
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