
WORK, IDLENESS AND CHURCH DISCIPLINE

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-17
Introduction: The end of the two letters! In Paul's final section, he addresses the need for Christians to stop 

quitting their jobs and to get back to work. He urges the church to discipline the idle and shows us the 

importance of Christians to spend their time doing good work.

 

Reading: Take the time to read through the passage together, at least once. 

 

Discussion Questions:

 

1. Go back to 1 Thess 4:9-12. What has happened before with these people who are idle? What reasons are 

these people idle?

The church has a history of people who refuse (not unable) to work. They live off the charity of other 

Christians and spend their time creating problems. The text does not list the reasons they are idle, but likely 

at least two are in view: 1. They think Jesus will return soon 2. They are lazy or too proud to take certain 

kinds of work.

 

2. Why does Paul open with the "drastic" step of excluding them from Christian fellowship? Does this step 

mean that Paul thinks these people aren't Christians?

Likely because they had refused to heed verbal or written warnings to change. This is a second step in the 

process. But, Paul still views them as Christian brothers (vs. 15)

 

3. How do we know when something is serious enough to merit church discipline?

This text isn't laying out the whole process, but it hints at some things: 1. Vs. 6 - It must clearly be a sin (not 

an issue of preference or individual conscience) 2. If it is ongoing (one-off sins do not merit church 

discipline except in severe cases); this has come up before 3. Vs. 11 - If it is very public or affects the 

whole church, church discipline is more urgent.

 

4. Paul uses this opportunity to teach about work. First, define what "work" means. Second, What are some 

of the things he links to work in this passage. Third, what parts of work do you find the most challenging to 

live out in your stage of life?

1 - Work is whatever occupies your days. A job, child raising, retirement, being a kid, university, etc.

2 - Work provides for needs (vs. 8), Work enables generosity (vs.8), Work keeps us from using our time unwisely 

(vs. 11), Work honours God (vs. 12 - "work in the Lord Jesus Christ).

 

5. Why does Paul encourage them to not grow weary in doing good?

Even though we are made to work, it wears us out. And if we see people "getting away" with not working 

it is easy to feel discouraged. Christian workers need the encouragement to press on.

 

6. What other questions do you have about this passage?

 

Gospel Conclusion:

Christians happily avoid the two extremes of work - work is neither pure drudgery, devoid of meaning, nor is 

it everything we need to totally fulfill us. Rather, because God has worked and continues to work, we can 

relax, trust him and do whatever work he has called us to with happy and humble hearts.
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