
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 1:1-14

 
John offers a poetic prologue to his gospel, tipping his hand as to the main themes he will cover 
later. The underlying point is that Jesus is no mere man, not simply a good teacher or a prophet. 
Rather, he is the Word, the Life, the Light all come in the flesh to show the glory of God to 
ordinary men, women and children.

1. John begins his gospel in similar ways to the opening of the Bible in Genesis. Go back and read 
Genesis 1:1-3. What similarities do you see? What words come up in both texts? What differences do 
you see? Why do you think John does this?
Similarities: Use of "in the beginning, light, darkness, God"
Differences: The Word instead of God, the Spirit instead of Jesus
John is trying to emphasize the eternality of Jesus, his participation in the Trinity, his position as true 
God. The section would have appealed to (and confronted) Jewish background believers.
 
2. Vs. 5 speaks of opposition to the light. Why does John include this now? Why do none of the other 
words (Word/Life) have opposites?
There are a few explanations. He could be referring to the circumstances surrounding Jesus's birth 
(persecution of Herod, flight to Egypt) or simply the more general opposition of sin and evil. I think he 
only uses darkness because death and silence are rarely personified in the Scriptures or attached to 
Satan (death on a few occasions.) 
 
3. Who is the John in vs. 6 referring to? Is it the same John who wrote this gospel?
This refers to John the Baptist, not the author of the book, but someone we meet in the next section.
 
4. What does it mean that Jesus gives light to everyone (vs.9)? What about the people who aren't 
Christians?
A good cross reference here is Romans 1:19-20 and 2:14-16. The idea here is that Jesus shines a general 
light on everyone allowing them enough knowledge to make a choice between themselves and God 
(and everyone chooses themselves). Light here does not mean salvation, only general revelation about 
God.
 
5. John tells us that some people "did not know him" whereas others "did not receive him" - does he 
mean something different by these phrases or is it different words describing the same response?
The groups of people John speaks of suggest that these are slightly different responses. The Gentiles 
("the world") did not know him, suggesting they refused him point blank, never recognizing him as God. 
His own (the Jews) seemingly understood who he was and chose not to accept him. Both end up in the 
same place, but the path seems to be different.
 
6. Ben suggested that some of us are tempted to shrug at this passage and think that perhaps doctrine 
is not important and we ought to just get busy living a good life. What is the problem with the 
statement that this doctrine is not important? 
The problem is that statement is itself a doctrine. But also, John says the point is not to go off and live 
a good life (though that is included of course) but to receive and believe in Jesus.
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION: 
Jesus is not difficult to understand, but he is not always easy to accept. To receive him and 
believe in his name is something that happens once but then again each day. We must admit that 
we are not light and life but need him. The invitation is here for all of us -- to believe he is the 
Christ, the Son of God.


