
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 1:1-14

 
John offers a poetic prologue to his gospel, tipping his hand as to the main themes he will cover 
later. The underlying point is that Jesus is no mere man, not simply a good teacher or a prophet. 
Rather, he is the Word, the Life, the Light all come in the flesh to show the glory of God to 
ordinary men, women and children.

1. John begins his gospel in similar ways to the opening of the Bible in Genesis. Go back and read 
Genesis 1:1-3. What similarities do you see? What words come up in both texts? What differences do 
you see? Why do you think John does this?
 
2. Vs. 5 speaks of opposition to the light. Why does John include this now? Why do none of the other 
words (Word/Life) have opposites?
 
3. Who is the John in vs. 6 referring to? Is it the same John who wrote this gospel?
 
4. What does it mean that Jesus gives light to everyone (vs.9)? What about the people who aren't 
Christians?
 
5. John tells us that some people "did not know him" whereas others "did not receive him" - does he 
mean something different by these phrases or is it different words describing the same response?
 
6. Ben suggested that some of us are tempted to shrug at this passage and think that perhaps doctrine 
is not important and we ought to just get busy living a good life. What is the problem with the 
statement that this doctrine is not important? 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION: 
Jesus is not difficult to understand, but he is not always easy to accept. To receive him and 
believe in his name is something that happens once but then again each day. We must admit that 
we are not light and life but need him. The invitation is here for all of us -- to believe he is the 
Christ, the Son of God.


