
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 1:14-34

Through the story of John the Baptist, John the Apostle offers us new names and information 
about Jesus and a template for what it looks like to follow Jesus.

1. The phrase in vs. 15 "he who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me' is 
repeated in some fashion in vs.6 and vs.30. Why the repetition and what truth is John trying to drive 
home?
Both the eternal nature of Jesus (pre-existing John) and his preeminence and importance ("ranks 
before"). The repetition suggests it is of great importance to John the Apostle.
 
2. What does it mean that we have received 'grace upon grace?' (vs.16) Does it mean the law was 
bad? What is the difference between Jesus and the law.
It means that Christ has increased how much grace we get and the quality of it as well. The law was 
some grace, but Christ has given much greater grace. For instance, the law can command us to do 
something, but Christ can actually help us follow that command.
 
3. Why does John the Baptist mean when he says that he is not worthy to untie the strap of Jesus' 
sandal? Compare with John 13:3-5. What does this say about Jesus?
It is a comparison John is making. In contrast with the greatness and glory of Jesus, John is not worthy 
to do the smallest task for him. But, if Jesus himself will serve in the most menial way, we know that we 
have a great and glorious king, but also a humble one who will give his life for our sin.
 
4. What does it mean that Jesus is the lamb of God? Look up Ex. 12:3-7; Ex. 29:38-39; Gen. 22:7-8. 
How does Jesus fulfill these texts?
The lamb signifies a number of different things - a sacrifice for sin, a death in the place of another, a 
payment for sin, satisfaction for God's wrath. And Jesus will accomplish all of this via his death on the 
cross.
 
5. Which part of the teaching about Jesus is most difficult for you to believe? Jesus as God, Jesus as 
eternal, Jesus as a sacrifice for sin, etc.? Which is most comforting?
Share.
 
6. Did you have any other questions or comments about this passage?
 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:
 
Jesus is not difficult to understand, but he is not always easy to accept. To receive him and 
believe in his name is something that happens once but then again each day. John the Baptist 
gives us eyewitness testimony that Jesus should be believed and received.


