
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 1:35-51

What does it mean to follow Jesus? What does it look like to be his disciple? In the stories that 
surround the calling of the first disciples, we see firsthand what it means to be called to follow 
Jesus.

1. After John the Baptist again pronounces that Jesus was the Lamb of God, two of his disciples follow 
Jesus instead. What did it mean for disciples to abandon John for Jesus? What do we see in how John 
handled this situation?
It meant they were leaving a "lesser" teacher for a greater one. Normally, this would have been 
insulting for John, but he only ever treats this as a positive - that he is receding as Christ's ministry is 
growing.
 
2. What does it mean that Andrew called Jesus the Messiah? What does it mean to be a Messiah? 
Compare with Isa. 9:6-7
It technically means "anointed one" and it gathers a number of OT expectations together about a 
Great King and Saviour who would come to save the Israelite people.
 
3. Why does Jesus change Simon's name? What does that indicate? What does his new name mean?
It means rock. It is important because a number of times in the OT, God changed people's names to 
indicate their special calling. You could ask what other biblical characters had their names changed 
(Abraham, Jacob, etc.)
 
4. Look at vs. 51 - What does it mean for Jesus to be the Son of Man? What does the reference to 
heaven opened and angels ascending/descending mean?
Son of Man - in capitals means the greatest, most notable human ever, but also a reference to 
Dan.7:13-14 and the prophecy there who would rule the nations
Heaven/Angels - a reference to Jacob's dream in Gen. 28, notable that Bethel (house of God) is now 
wherever Jesus is and that Jesus will be a new way of access between heaven and earth.
 
5. Both Andrew and Philip call others to follow Jesus. What are your biggest hesitations/difficulties with 
inviting others to follow Jesus?
Share.
 
6. Did you have any other questions or comments about this passage?
 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:
 
Jesus calls many, but not all receive his call and obey. But what a joy it is that the God of the 
Universe, the Son of Man himself would invite fallible, normal humans to join him in his mission 
and have access to God through him. Let's be thankful and grateful for the call of God on us.


