
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 20:1-18

The resurrection is something you can understand in a moment but takes a lifetime to
comprehend and communicate. Through the lens of Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, we get
some help understanding and interpreting what happened to Jesus.

1. Why did Mary go to the tomb on Sunday morning? What do parallel passages say? (See Matt 28:1,
Mark 16:1, Luke 23:55-24:1)
Even if the women were going to prepare the body, it was not clear that they would have been able to
move the stone. So, it really is unclear why Mary was headed there that morning. We see the
providence of God at work in any case.
 
2. Was Mary Magdalene there by herself? Some accounts say that the other Mary was with her... does
John agree or disagree with other accounts? Why does he write the account the way he does?
John acknowledges that the other Mary was there because in vs. 2, Mary uses "we" not "I". 
John's point is the experience Mary Magdalene has with Jesus as the first eyewitness. He doesn't
contradict other accounts, he simply leaves the other Mary out of the story as he is "zooming in" on
Mary Magdalene.
 
3. There are a number of pieces of evidence in this story that makes believing in it a rational decision.
What evidence is most convincing to you about the resurrection? (Eyewitness accounts, Mary as first
witness, changed lives of disciples, details of the story, etc.)
Discuss. You may want to ask what people find most compelling or least compelling. You may want to
ask any newer Christians if they wrestled with believing in the resurrection before becoming Christians.
 
4. What does Jesus mean in vs. 17 when he tells her "don't cling to me for I have not yet ascended to
the Father?"
This is actually very tricky to figure out. We know he will ascend to the Father soon, but Jesus is likely
hinting that he won't be present in his physical body forever. It is like he is telling her "don't cling to this
body" because the Spirit will be sent soon afterward.
 
5. Easter can be a difficult time. Sometimes it is encouraging and happy and full of family time and
worship, sometimes it is none of these things. Take some time to share a highlight and lowlight from
your Easter weekend and pray for each other.

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

Because of the resurrection, everything is different. Satan, sin and death are defeated, Jesus'
victory is vindicated and the disciples are changed from sadness to joy. We can rejoice that the
same power that raised Jesus from the dead is working in our hearts and lives to make us new.


