
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 2:13-25

The second sign that Jesus does is the cleansing of the temple. The act and the followup 
comments by Jesus confused everyone in attendance, but later made sense in light of the 
resurrection. So, what should we take from this? What does John want us to see?

1. Why does John call the cleansing of the temple a sign? Doesn't a sign have to be miraculous?
The word in Greek that John uses is semeia, which simply means sign. One commentator 
(https://goo.gl/Vkzq2d) says that for an event to "count" as a sign it must be done in public and it 
must be designated by John as a sign. The seven signs, all together are intended to elicit faith in those 
who hear and understand them.
 
2. Why did Jesus clear the temple? What does Psalm 69 and especially vs. 9 have to teach us?
Jesus is the perfect, pious Israelite who delights in the worship of God. Psalm 69 is a lament for one 
who is suffering a great deal of trouble yet still desires to worship God. Even in the midst of difficult, 
the psalmist turns to God. Israelites would have known this song/psalm by heart, and seeing Jesus 
clear the temple so it can be used for worship reminded them of these words.
 
3. What are some modern examples of things that clutter, detract from or distract us from worship? 
They can be negative, neutral and even good things.
Lots of examples here. Get people to think of things inside of a church building, the way we conduct 
services, how difficult it is to get to church, other activities that interfere, etc.
 
4. Jesus promises that when the temple is destroyed, "in three days I will raise it up." If this refers to the 
resurrection (as John tells us it does), does that mean that Jesus is going to raise himself from the 
dead? Compare with John 11:25, Acts 2:24, Eph. 1:20.
This is a case where Trinitarian thinking comes in handy because the Scriptures speak of all three 
members of the Trinity as raising Christ from the dead. The theological principle is that even though the 
Scriptures sometimes attribute an action to one of the persons in the Trinity, the Trinity is always 
undivided in its external action. So, it is proper to speak of Jesus raising himself in some sense because 
the Trinity is never divided. It may not make much sense to us, but the Trinity is a bit of a mystery :).
 
5. Why does it matter that Jesus is the true temple? What would change if that wasn't the case?
Lots of things - we would still labour under the old sacrificial system, we would still need to go to the 
temple to meet with God, we should still face Jerusalem when we pray (2 Chron. 6:34).
 
6. What do you find hardest to believe about Jesus? Are there aspects to his life, his work, his nature 
that do not come naturally to you to believe?
 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION: 
If Jesus is the true temple, then everything is different for us. We have a way to meet with God, a 
way to deal with our sins, and a promise that God hears our prayers. We don't need to find a 
special spot, we can approach God honestly and simply knowing that he lived, died and was 
raised for us and for our salvation.


