
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 3:1-15

A night visit by a well-regarded Pharisee leads to one of Jesus' most famous (and misunderstood 
statements) - that we all must be born again. What does this statement mean? How did it apply 
to Nicodemus? How should we understand it today?

1. Why does Nicodemus call Jesus "Rabbi" when Jesus has not had rabbinical training? (see John 7:15) 
Do you think Nicodemus respects Jesus? Or is his opening compliment just a set-up of some kind?
It is a word of respect, sort of like saying someone is a great business person because they built a 
great business, even if they skipped business school. We aren't sure if Nicodemus is serious, but his 
followup questions indicate a certain earnestness. Look up John 7:50 for our next glimpse of 
Nicodemus.
 
2. Sometimes Bible's translate 'born again' as born from above? What does the alternate translation 
show us about Jesus' intended meaning? Also, Jesus uses the phrases "born of water and Spirit," "born 
of the Spirit" to describe the same event. Does that add anything?
It makes it more clear that Jesus speaks of a spiritual rebirth, given to us by God.
 
3. In vs. 5, when Jesus speaks of people being born of "water and the Spirit," is he speaking of two 
different events or the same event? See Ezekiel 36:25-27 for context.
Most commentators think he speaks of one event. In the Scriptures, water rarely has any reference to 
physical birth. There is one salvation, one event that allows you to see the kingdom of God.
 
4. If you are a Christian, do you feel born again? Does it feel like the old you has been swept away and 
replaced? Why or why not?
 
5. Read Numbers 21:4-9. Why does Jesus pick this story to illustrate his own life? What parallels do we 
see between this story and Jesus?
At least these ones:
1. The need for a cure after the curse of sin.
2. The provision of a cure.
3. The active participation of people in "looking at" the cure.
4. Death exchanged for life.
 
6. Do you think the phrase "born again" is useful in speaking with non-believers? Is it a phrase we 
should employ regularly?
 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

We need to be born again, plain and simple. We need a new "us." We don't just need 
adjustments, we need a whole different beginning. God has made a way of course, through the 
costly death of his son. It is to him, not to self-improvement or religious behaviour that we look 
and trust.


