
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 3:16-21

What does the most famous verse in the Bible have to teach us about God and ourselves? And 
why does it follow on the heels of the encounter with Nicodemus? What is John trying to show us? 
Let's investigate together.

1. Why does vs. 16 begin with the word "for?" Go back and read and read vs. 14-15 - what are the links 
between these verses and vs.16?
The first thing that jumps out is the wording is strikingly similar. Both passages speak of believing in 
Jesus leading to eternal life. In some ways, vs. 16 is a further explanation of 14-15, showing the 
underlying motivation of God, namely love.
 
2. In vs.16, the Greek word translated "world" means the whole cosmos. So, what does it mean that 
God loves the world? How could/can he love something evil?
This is a difficult theological question. Part of the answer is that God operates outside of time, so like 
an author writing a story, he always loved us in Christ. He set his love on us with the timelessness of 
Christ's death in mind. However, that doesn't answer how he can love the world that never repents. We 
must understand that God loves the unrepentant and allows them to go their own way. He loves them 
with his general providence and the chance to hear the gospel. But he loves his children in a particular 
way. Also, you might want to point out that rejected love feels like wrath. Because God loves us and 
wants to change us, when we resist that love, it changes our perception of it. Feel free to dive in to this 
question, but John's point is to emphasize that everyone should "hear" the external call of God's love.
 
 
3. What does it mean that some are perishing and others are going to eternal life? Are some souls 
destroyed? 
Both refer to eternal life, all souls live forever. Even though vs. 16 is unclear as to what perishing means, 
much may be inferred from the context of John 3:1-21. For instance, perishing includes: not seeing the 
kingdom of God (3), not enter the kingdom of God (5), not born again (7), not have eternal life (14-16), 
being condemned (18). The Bible uses a diverse set of ideas to describe the afterlife, but it is clear that 
perishing is eternal and opposite to heaven/kingdom of God.
 
4. How does John elaborate on the ideas of John 1:5,10-11 in this text? What new things do we learn 
about light, darkness and ourselves?
There seems to be a more active choice to resist Christ in John 3 than John 1. People actively choosing 
the darkness. Also, there seems to be more space in John 3 for people who accept the light and bring 
their deeds into the light to be seen.
 
5.What part of John 3:16 affects you the most? The love? The giving of a son? The need to believe? 
Share.

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

Martin Luther wrote that John 3:16 is the Bible in miniature. Here is all we need to know - there is 
a God, he loved us, he sent his Son to die for us and we must believe in the Son if we want to be 
saved.


