
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 3:22-36

What does John the Baptizer have to do with Jesus? Are their ministries competing with each 
other or complementing each other? In this passage, we get insight into how both John the 
Baptist and John the Apostle see the ministry and mission of Jesus.

1. What is the difference between the baptism of John and the baptisms commanded in Matthew 28? 
Also, how is Jesus participating in these baptisms? (See 4:1-2 for further clarification)
The baptism of John was a purification ritual, a way to get serious with sin and prepare themselves to 
meet with God (in flesh). This is different from a Christian baptism which is Trinitarian and understood 
as a sacrament, which means that there is a spiritual promise attached to the physical act. John's 
baptism might be understood along the lines of "a turning point" or "rededicating one's life."
 
2. What is the subtext of John's disciples question in vs.26? What do they really want to know? When it 
comes to us, what temptations do we face when we see another ministry being more "successful" or 
popular than ours?
They seen to be slightly jealous, wondering if their ministry will continue when Jesus is so popular. They 
want to know if they should be jealous or competitive with Jesus.
Common temptations: jealousy, questioning the motives/methods of others, feeling sad for ourselves, 
feeling bitter at God for not blessing us, etc.
 
3. What does vs. 27 mean? Compare with 1 Cor. 4:7. How does this change how we understand our 
own church/ministry/life?
It means that everything is ultimately a gift. Even if we have some ministry success, it is never something 
to boast about, only something to give thanks to God for. Everything turns into gratitude.
 
4. How does vs. 35-36 inform how we understand John 3:16?
1. The Father doesn't just love the world, he also loves the Son, which makes the gift of the Son much 
more meaningful and costly.
2. The Father has given the Son all things, which raises a tension: John 3:16 opens a wide door for any 
to believe, but v.35 returns authority and sovereignty to God, knowing that he elects those who will 
believe.
3. It reemphasizes that those who do not believe will be deprived of eternal life with God.
4. It reemphasizes (along with the whole last paragraph) of the importance of believing the Son.
 
5. John the Baptist disappears from the gospel of John after this section (apart from a few very brief 
mentions). How do you think it would have felt to be John? How would we feel if our church was only 
"preparing the way" for another church or ministry? How does this text teach us to respond?

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

John was only and ever a witness to the true light. The old arguments about purification were 
becoming obsolete in the face of the one who would bring true cleansing and holiness. John 
understood that Jesus was the Messiah and he was only preparing the way. The question for us 
is: Do we understand our own lives and ministry in the same way?


