
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 4:1-42

Over and over John introduces us to characters who are mirrors to Jesus. As we look at them, we 
understand who Jesus is and what he is up to, better and better. As we see Jesus interact with a 
woman of Samaria, we better understand how God is loving the world through his Son.

1. Why does John note that Jesus is "weary" from his journey? What is he trying to tell us about Jesus? 
See also John 11:35, 19:28.
Though John is primarily concerned with defending the divinity of Jesus, he also at times underscores 
his humanity. As a man, Jesus was worn out by journeys and needed to rest.
 
2. How hard is it to minister to others when you are "weary?" What does John 4:34 teach us about 
doing ministry even when tired?
Ministry has to be more than simple duty. Jesus didn't minister to this woman because he felt forced, 
but because it actually nourished him. If it is only duty, then obedience will be difficult. But if ministry is 
joyful and ultimately filling to our souls, then ministry even when weary is possible.
 
3. Jesus crossed a number of boundaries to speak with the woman - social, religious, ethnic, gender, 
etc. She would have been considered an enemy of Israel. Are there certain kinds of boundaries you 
find difficult to cross in ministry? Are there certain kinds of people you struggle to love?
Try to get people to share as individuals, not just in general. For instance, "I struggle to serve people 
who appear ungrateful." Or, "I struggle to cross language boundaries and talk with people whose 
English is not very good." This is intended to be a personal question, not a theoretical one.
 
4. Even those of us who have had a drink of living water still have wells we go to in hopes that our thirst 
will be satisfied. What kinds of activities, relationships, desires are you tempted to turn to in hopes that 
you will feel fulfilled (and not thirsty)?
Again, try to get personal here. "I am tempted to think that success at work will make me feel better." "I 
am tempted to think that my spouse can meet all my needs."
 
5. The woman's immediate reaction to Jesus was to go and tell her town about it. Why do you think we 
struggle to do the same?
Share. Some possible examples: It doesn't feel "fresh" to us. They have heard it before. We are scared 
of reactions.
 
6. There is lots of other stuff in this text, what other questions or comments do you have?

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

When we reflect on our own lack of love for enemies and others who we find it difficult to love, 
we are more amazed that Christ has crossed boundaries to love all of us. For God so loved each 
of us that he sent his only Son. Christ has met us at our wells, loved us, saved us and sent us back 
into our lives with a new perspective.


