
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 4:43-54

This is the second miracle in the book of John, in the same area as the first miracle. Again, we
learn more about Jesus, the kind of king he is and the kind of kingdom he is bringing. But we also
see ourselves clearly, seeing our own issues with miracles.

1. If Jesus knew the people in Galilee were only looking for miracles, why did he perform one in the first
place? Why not refuse?
We aren't exactly sure. It could be because of his mercy and love for people, his hatred of illness.
Ultimately, we resign this kind of question to his sovereignty.
 
2. Do you think you would have been able to ask Jesus twice for a miracle? Especially after Jesus had
responded bluntly? 
Discuss. 
 
3. What is the balance between asking God for a miracle and "needing" a miracle? How do we ask
humbly?
It is a tricky balance. There are ditches on both sides. On one side, never asking is a clue that we
distrust God or his power. But "needing" a miracle suggests that we know better than God or that we
only want God to be useful.
 
4. Ben suggested in his sermon that miracles provide a window into what the world will look like fully
restored when Jesus' kingdom fully comes. Does that hope help you? Or is it painful to think obout?
Explain why it helps or hurts.
Take some time to discuss. Some might find it hurts because if there wasn't a possibility of a miracle,
perhaps we would be more resigned. Disappointed hope can feel worse than no hope at all
(sometimes). 
 
5. Do you think there is a difference between the way the man "believed" in vs. 50  and the way the
man "believed" in vs. 53? Does it change the way you believe when God comes through in a significant
way?
I think it does change belief to see God come through. In the best case scenario, a miracle solidifies
our trust in God and his power. Hopefully, this is what happened to the man and his household.
 
6. What are some of the differences between this miracle and the water into wine? What new things
are we learning about Jesus?
Lots of new things are coming out - his power over distances, his mercy towards different kinds of
people, his willingness to be see, his skepticism over people who "need" miracles.

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

Jesus gives this man a miracle that at the cross, he denies to himself. Eventually the Son of God
will be at the point of death, but instead of demanding life for himself, he gives of his life for all
of us. The greatest wonder of all is that the Son of God would die so that we could live.


