
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 6:1-15

 Why did Jesus feed this crowd of people? In the series of signs in his book, John is leaving us
more and more clues as to the identity of Jesus. The feeding of a crowd on a hillside tells us lots
of things about Jesus and about ourselves as well.

1. What does vs. 2 tell us about the nature of the crowd that is following Jesus?
Whenever John tells us that people were interested in Jesus because of the signs he was doing, it is a
clue that their interest is not very deep or lasting. These will be people who will misunderstand Jesus'
life and mission (as we will see in vs.15)
 
2. Jesus demonstrates his care for hungry people (note: they weren't starving, just regular dinnertime
hungry). What other Scripture passages or stories demonstrate God's care for the hungry?
Manna in the desert - Ex.16:1-18; Elisha feeding 100 men - 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 107:9; Psalm 146:7;
Isaiah 58; 
 
3. How do we live in a land and world full of hungry people? What is the balance between
government/food banks + church + personal responsibility?
It clearly is something we should be concerned with and a place the church should be involved. As for
personal responsibility, it goes along the lines of the principle from the good Samaritan - the question
is not who do you HAVE to be a neighbour to, but rather who CAN you be a neighbour to. What hungry
person could you help? Also, we should be promoting those with hospitality related gifts.
 
4. Do you find this miracle easier or harder to believe than some of the healings? Or is similar? Why?
No idea how people will respond here. Personally, I find something from nothing harder than healings.
 
5. Why do people misunderstand the mission of Jesus (vs.15) after getting his identity right (v.14)? How
do we make the same mistake?
There is clearly a gap between "getting" who Jesus is and understanding his mission. They had no
concept of a dying and rising Saviour who will create a kingdom not of this world. They only had their
own interests in mind.
We make the same mistake when we look to our own missions first instead of his, or when we make
clearly secondary issues primary.
 
6. What other questions did you have about this passage?

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

Jesus transforms a desolate, foodless place into a place of rest and abundance. And in so doing
he shows us that he came to provide more than bread and fish, but to spiritually feed hungry
sinners.


