
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 6:22-71

The first "I am" statement by Jesus takes place in this chapter when he says, "I am the bread of
life." It comes right on the heels of the feeding of the 5000 and is intended as an explanation of
what was going on that day. So, what do we see and learn about Jesus as the bread of life?
Let's look together.

1. Why is Jesus so abrupt with the crowd in vs.26? They seem to be sincere seekers (vs. 24). Why is he so
blunt with them?
The first reason he is blunt is definitely because he knows their hearts and knows their true motivations.
But, he also must understand that their motivations are not visible to themselves, they don't know their
own hearts very well and therefore need a very direct challenge from Jesus.
 
2. Jesus tells them in vs.29 that the work of God is to believe in the Son. The people respond by asking
for a sign that they may believe. Why do they respond like this? Didn't they just see a sign? What is
Jesus' response?
They did, but going back to question #1, they seem to think they need more. This goes to show that
signs/miracles are never sufficient for faith, they can only supplement faith. But also, they seem to be
dodging Jesus' challenge to believe.
Jesus responds to them by telling them that the greatest sign of all is that the bread of life has come to
earth.
 
3. What is the significance of Jesus saying "I am?" What does it mean that he is the bread of life?
Which meaning of the bread of life is most significant to you personally?
I Am was the name that God calls himself in the Old Testament. To a Jew, Jesus using this term was an
explicit claim to divinity.
To the bread of life means quite a few things - it means he supplies our spiritual hunger (v.35), he takes
care of those who are called (v.37), he gives real, spiritual life, not just physical life (v.35 zoe not bios
from the sermon), that his people are united with him (v.56), that he gives eternal life (54).
 
4. Many of the disciples take offense at Jesus's words, finding them too hard. But the 12 disciples, led
by Peter, suggest that even if they are similarly offended, they feel like they have nowhere else to go.
Do you resonate with the objections or the response of Peter? Does Jesus feel scandalous to you? Do
you regularly feel "held" by Jesus even when part of you wants to leave?
Share. There might be a lot here depending on when and how people came to Christ.
 
5. Peter seems to insinuate that belief came before knowledge (v.69). Have you found that to be true
for you?
Share. I think this is generally true. God seems to grant increased understanding "as we go" instead of
a data dump at the beginning.
 
6. There is a lot here - What other questions did you have about this passage?

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

Jesus tells us that he is the bread of life and that those who eat of him will live. It is an
extraordinary promise that we take to heart and believe on the days when we feel discouraged,
confused and scandalized by Jesus.


