
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 7:1-24

In the beginning of John 7, we encounter two groups of people who don't believe in Jesus. By
examining their unbelief we can understand (and avoid) their paths while also understanding the
kind of people for whom Jesus intends to give his life.

1. The brothers of Jesus counsel him to go to Judea and do some works so that he can become better
and more widely known. Do you think their advice is cynical, hopeful or something else? Consider vs. 5
in your answer.
We aren't sure. John does not tell us their motivations. But because they don't believe, it is at best them
trying to be helpful in a "worldly" way and at worst, they want him to go to Judea so he will be shown
as a fraud or even arrested/killed.
 
2. How is Jesus response, "my time has not yet come" in vs. 6 and 8 an answer to their idea? What is
Jesus trying to tell them?
On one level he is hinting that there will be a time for him to go to Jerusalem and show himself to the
world, but it is not yet.
But on a second level, more broadly, Jesus operates according to his own timeline, not anyone else's.
 
3. Jesus says that he will be hated because of what he says about the world (vs.7). Do you think Jesus
could have been popular if he wanted? Is it wrong for Christians to be popular? Do you struggle with
needing or desperately wanting the approval of others?
It is technically possible for Jesus to have been popular and at times he was, but mostly the answer is
no, he cannot be popular in any lasting way. His message was always going to be too difficult for
people to believe.
It isn't wrong for Christians to be popular, but we need to be very careful about seeking popularity and
needing it.
 
4. Why does Jesus tie a person's understanding and trusting of his teaching with their desire to please
God (see vs. 16 and 17)?
It makes sense of why some people accept Jesus' teaching and others do not. The key to whether you
can believe it or not comes from whether you think Jesus is from God or not.
 
5. Why does Jesus accuse them of breaking the law in vs. 19?
It's not immediately clear. It could be their desire to kill him, their resistance to believing in him or
something else. It is clear to Jesus that they have resisted the law of God because they wanted to
please themselves instead.
 
6. What other questions did you have about this passage? Did anything come up in the sermon that you
want to talk about?

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION:

We all face many temptations on our road to believing in Jesus. We frequently get sidelined and
struggle to believe. The good news is that Jesus died for people who give into temptation, who
struggle to believe. For those who will turn to him, he promises life, forgiveness and an end to
shame.


