
QUESTIONS:

JOHN 2:1-12

The first sign of Jesus is turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana. But what does it mean? 
What does it tell us about Jesus and his mission? And why is Jesus at a wedding with both his 
mother and disciples in the first place?

1. Why does John keep listing the number of days it has been? (vs. 1 - "on the third day")
It provides a bit more context to the story, but if you do the math, this is the end of Jesus' first week of 
ministry. This miracle is the highlight and end point to the week.
 
2. In vs. 3, what is the significance of the wedding celebration running out of wine? What does it mean 
culturally and possibly as a metaphor? Compare with Ps. 104:15, Prov. 3:10, Matt 26:29.
Culturally - this is shameful and embarrassing. Mary is compassionate and wants to help the family.
Spiritually - wine (but not drunkenness) in the OT was a symbol of God's blessing and favour, it was a 
sign that joy was present. So, the lack of wine could be a metaphor for the spiritual barrenness of 
Israel, they were a party without wine.
 
3. Why does Jesus tell his mother that he doesn't want to be involved (vs.4) and then turn around in vs. 
5 and get involved? What does it mean that his time has not yet come and how does this affect HOW 
he performs this miracle?
First, calling his mother "woman" is not disrespectful but neither is it particularly affectionate. He 
means by his response that Israel is not ready for him as Messiah and he doesn't want to reveal himself 
as such yet. However, he still submits to his mother (or is also moved by compassion for the bridegroom) 
but he performs the miracle in quiet, in the background so that the master of the feast didn't know 
where the wine came from. (vs.9) He is still keeping his identity under wraps.
 
4. Look at vs. 11 - Why does John tell us this was the first sign? What does it mean that by this Jesus 
manifested his glory? Why does this lead the disciples to believe in him?
First sign means that he did not do any miracles as a boy or young man (contrary to apocryphal 
gospels). 
Manifest = make known; Glory = his majesty, authority, power - The power over the stuff of creation 
shows that this is no mere man, but God himself. By this power the disciples believe that Jesus is the 
Saviour of the World, the Lamb of God. 
 
5. Think about what it means that Jesus creates not just wine, but the best wine. What does this tell us 
about him? If wine = joy/blessing, what does the best wine mean?
Share.
 
6. Did you have any other questions or comments about this passage?
 
 

INTRODUCTION:

CONCLUSION: 
At some point in our lives, we always run out of wine. We come to an end of our own resources, 
the limits of our own joy. When we feel the shame of these moments, what do we do? Do we rely 
evermore on ourselves? Or do we listen to Mary?  "Do whatever he tells you." We need to be 
reminded that Jesus brings the most joy and the most blessing.


